
Gilda’s Club Celebrates New Williamson County Location
On May 15, Gilda’s Club Middle Tennessee and more than 200 
community leaders, members and guests celebrated the grand 
opening of its Williamson County location with an open house 
and ribbon cutting ceremony. The new facility, located within 
the Provision CARES Proton Therapy Center at 4588 
Carothers Parkway in Franklin, will enable Gilda’s Club to  
better serve the growing needs of Middle Tennessee’s expand-
ing population. 

“We are thrilled to bring Gilda’s free program of support 
groups, healthy lifestyle classes, mind-body classes, social 
activities, educational lectures, and workshops to a second 
Middle Tennessee location,” said Sandy Obodzinski, 
president and CEO of Gilda’s Club Middle Tennessee. “To 
be a part of this new oncology care campus in Williamson 
County – in partnership with Provision CARES – is incredibly 
exciting, as it means our programs will be more convenient 
for those living in Williamson County and the surrounding 
region.”
 
“Several years ago, the Gilda’s Club board made a strategic  
decision to pursue opportunities to expand our program 
beyond our existing Midtown Nashville campus. We want 
to reach more people in the Middle Tennessee region with 
resources, tools, and support, so families are not alone when 
there is a cancer diagnosis,” said Jim Brown, board chair of 
Gilda’s Club. 

Gilda’s Club partnered with Williamson Inc. Chamber on the 
grand opening event to welcome business and community 
leaders, as well as individuals and families. It featured food 
from Puckett’s Trolley, Christie Cookies, and a beautiful cake 
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by Alba Garcia-Fitz, wife of member Ezra Fitz and daughter-
in-law of members Earl and Juli Fitz. There were also games 
and fun for the whole family, and tours of the beautiful new 
space, which was designed by long-time Gilda’s Club  
supporter Sprintz Furniture. 

Thank you to everyone who joined us for this very special 
event. 

 GILDA GRAM
News About Gilda’s Club Middle Tennessee - Free Cancer Support for Anyone Impacted by Cancer

Summer 2018



We are excited to welcome Laura  

Alabed-Olsson as our first marketing team 
member. Laura is a graduate of the  
University of Alabama and has called  
Nashville home since 2000. She comes to 
Gilda’s Club from the healthcare  
technology start-up space and also spent 
nearly five years with the Nashville  
Symphony. When she’s not busy helping 
build awareness and support for our free cancer support 
program, Laura can be found cheering on the Nashville 
Predators, playing kickball, kayaking, or hanging out with 
her husband and kids.

Program Manager and Cancer Resource 
Specialist Liz Geller, M.Ed, NCC is a 
native of Boston and joined the Gilda’s 
Club Middle Tennessee team in January 
2018, after having served the organization 
as a clinical intern for two years. Liz holds  
a master’s degree in human development 

On April 11, four members of Gilda’s Club Middle 
Tennessee were among a small group of cancer patients and 
advocates invited to sit down with Vice President Joe Biden to 
share their unique experiences with the disease. The intimate 
“Sundae Session,” held at Legato Gelato in Edgehill, was part 
of a trek across the United States by Joe and Jill Biden to learn 
more about the challenges facing all people living with cancer. 

“I don’t want to lose sight of what can help patients now, so that 
when they put their heads on the pillow at the end of the day, 
they can fall asleep with peace of mind,” said Biden, a leading 
cancer advocate and founder of the Biden Cancer Initiative, of 
which our network headquarters Cancer Support Community is 
a partner.

A special thank you to Dr. Pete Bartels, Katherine Broadway, 
Jaden Fox, and John Williamson for sharing your time, stories 
and insights with everyone in attendance. We remain grateful 
for the many ways you contribute to our Gilda’s Club Middle 
Tennessee community.

Sundaes with Joe
Local Gilda’s Club Members Sit Down with Former VP Biden to Share Their Stories

Laura Olsson

Meet Our Newest Team Members
counseling from Vanderbilt University and a bachelor’s 
degree in psychology and sociology from George Washing-
ton University. In her free time, Liz enjoys hiking, cooking, 
listening to live music, and hanging out with her husband 
and two “kitty kids.” Her life goal is to see and understand 
as much of the world as possible, a goal inspired by time she 
spent teaching in Laos before starting graduate school. 

Lorraine Yeomans oversees the front 
desk and member relations at our new 
Williamson County location. She may look  
familiar, as she’s worked the front desk in 
the Nashville Clubhouse for the last two 
years. A graduate of the Florida State  
University College of Law, Lorraine spent 
many years working in government  
relations. She and her family, including 
three children, moved from South Florida to Franklin in 
2005. In addition to the wonderful work she does for Gilda’s 
Club, Lorraine is an attorney editor for a legal publications 
company, and a school and community volunteer. 

Members and staff from Gilda’s Club Middle Tennessee were among a small 
group of cancer patients and advocates to sit down with former Vice  
President Joe Biden in Nashville in April.

Liz Geller

Lorraine Yeomans
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When Leslie Cole was diagnosed 
with breast cancer last year, she had 
heard of Gilda’s Club, but it wasn’t 
until after she’d started chemo and 
recognized that her usual ways of 
managing stress and pain weren’t 
working that she accepted a friend’s 
invitation to visit the Clubhouse and 
learn more.

“My friend took me to a ‘Tapping 
Out Stress” class and I absolutely 
loved it! It really helped me process 
things,” Leslie says. “And I  
immediately fell in love with the 
building. It felt peaceful and safe…
safe enough to join, so I went to an 
orientation. 

“At orientation, I was still scared…scared I was going to find out that I was 
going to die…but it wasn’t like that at all,” she adds. “Gilda’s Club is so alive. 
It’s a hopeful place. Hope producing. Inspiring. I knew it was where I needed 
to be.”

Leslie’s next step was to join a Gilda’s Club support group, where a small 
group of people with different types and stages of cancer come together 
weekly to talk about the physical, social, and emotional challenges that can 
come with a cancer diagnosis. 

“I have grown in love with the group, so much so that when I learned an 
important lesson through my diagnosis and treatment (If you want to do 
something, do it without letting fear get in your way!), I  
immediately thought of them,” Leslie says.

Leslie, a physician with a passion and talent for art, wanted to try her hand 
at painting portraits, so she offered to paint the individuals in her support 
group. She did a couple and realized she was pretty good. So much so that 
Gilda’s Club Program Director Felice Apolinsky asked if she’d be willing to 
paint Gilda Radner’s portrait.

“I wanted to do it so badly,” she says. “But I didn’t want to paint the cliché 
Gilda. I wanted to paint the real Gilda…the Gilda who was a genuinely  
happy woman who just happened to be facing cancer.”

And so she did. Actually, Leslie painted Gilda’s portrait three times. One 
hangs in the artist’s home, and the two others were purchased and gifted to 
Gilda’s Club. You can see them on display in the Nashville Clubhouse and 
new Williamson County location. 

Member Spotlight:
Leslie Cole
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A Look Back at 20 Years of Gilda’s Club in Middle Tennessee

Gilda’s On The Green

Flashback to 2010: Former Gilda’s Club board member Mark 
Carver (far left) enjoys a day of golf to benefit Gilda’s Club Middle 
Tennessee with Tony Tierno, Mike Roberts, Brad Greer. 
Our 2018 Golf Tournament will be held September 24 at the Golf 
Club of Tennessee. For sponsorship information, contact Hayley 
Levy at hayley@gildasclubmiddletn.org.

We Depend on Donors and Partners, Like You.

There are a variety of ways you can help us continue to bring our free  
support program to those facing cancer throughout Middle Tennessee.  
Contact Hayley Levy at hayley@gildasclubmiddletn.org to learn more. 

Join The Red Door Society with a gift of $1,000 or more annually. 

Planned Giving

Fundraise on Behalf of Gilda’s Club

Sponsor a Gilda’s Club Event. We are hosting two this fall: Our annual 
golf tournament on Sept. 24 and a 20th anniversary celebration on Oct. 30.

Employee Giving / Corporate Match Programs

Donate Goods and Services, such as printing, postage, or ad space

Become a Monthly Sustainer!

Monthly sustainers provide steady  
funding to change the lives of those touched by 

cancer and help make our critical work possible. 
For example:

Your $20/month (annual gift of $240) provides a 
child access to expressive art activities that teach 

relaxation techniques and ways to improve  
family communication.

Your $83/month (annual gift of $1,000)  
provides 24 free counseling sessions.

Contact hayley@gildasclubmiddletn.org  

to learn more.


